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lis ^ THE CLAIMS; 

Please cancel claims 25-34 .without prejudice. 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Or iginal) An apparatus for positioning a tong, comprising: 

' a^iiJlTc^^ ^^"9 attached to one end of the 

extendable structure; 

a piston and cylinder assembly fof extending or retracting the extendable 

structure; and 

a mounting assembly coupled to opposite end of the extendable stmcture. 

2. (Original) The apparatu^f claim 1. wherein the extendable structure is 
telescopic. 

3. (Original) The apf^ratus of claim 2, wherein the extendable structure Is 
pivotable about a vertical ^is. 

4. (Original) Tl4 apparatus of daim 2, wherein the extendable structure is 
pivotable about ahcirlzontal axis. 

5. (Origlna/ The apparatus of claim 2. wherein the telescopically extendable 
structure comprises an outer barrel and an inner barrel. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 5. wherein the telescopically extendable 
structur/fuTther comprises an intemiediate banrel. 

7. / (Original) The apparatus of claim 6, wherein at least a portion of the inner 
ba/tel Is slidably mountciJruthe Intentiediate barrel and at least a portion of the 
Memx^Mff^SSrfSl^^ mounted In the outer barrel. 
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— (Original) The dppd idl u^ ot claim whftrRln -iha;^ mounting assembly 

/ comprises: 

a base; and 

a carriage pivotally attached to the base, wher^a portion ot the outer barrel is 
disposed on the carriage. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim S.y^herein the tong is movably attached to 
the inner barrel. 

10. (Original) The apparatus of c\Jn 9, further comprising a clamp assembly for 
securing the outer barrel to the carriage: 

11. (Original) The apparatus/of claim 10, wherein the outer barrel Is movable 
between a first position and a sej^bnd position relative to the carriage. 

12. (Original) The ^aratus of claim 1. wherein the mounting assembly 
comprises: 

a base; and 

a carriage piy^tally attached to the base, wherein a portion of the extendable 
structure is dispose on the carriage. 

13. (Orlgina/ The apparatus of claim 12. further comprising a clamping assembly 
for securing me extendable stmcture to the carriage, 

14. (0/lglnal) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the clamping assembly is 
reieas^Dle connected to the canriage. 

15. / (Original) Tbft--appa^atus of daim 14, wherein the extendable structure 
rinouter barrel and an inner barrel. 
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]^ The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the e)ctendable structure turther 

( comprises an Intermediate barrel. ) 

17. (Original) The apparatus of claim 16. whep^ at least a portion of the inner 
barrel is slldably mounted in the Intermediate bf^rel and at least a portion of the 
intermediate barrel is slldably mounted in the outer barrel. 

18. (Original) The apparatus of clajfh 14, wherein the extendable structure Is 
pivotable about a vertical axis. 



19. (Original) The apparatusytM claim 14, wherein the extendable structure is 
pivotable about a horizontal axis. 

20. (Original) The appafetus of claim 1. further comprising a motor actuable to 
adjust the position of the eJdfendable structure with respect to said mounting assembly. 

21. (Original) The4pparatus of claim 1, wherein the piston and cylinder assembly 
has two stages. 

22. (Original) /The apparatus of claim 21. wherein the piston and cylinder 
assembly Is at te/st partially disposed on the extendable structure. 

23. (Origin/) The apparatus of claim 21. wherein the piston and cylinder 
assembly is/sed to move the extendable stmcture horizontally. 

24. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the tong is movably attached to 
the extendable structure. 

(nancell ad without prell 
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)\ Issl (Original) An apparatus for positioning a tong. comprising: 

a single cantilevera/ sxtendable structure, the extendable structure having a 
variable length and th^g attached to one end of the extendable stmcture; 

a motive ^is^bly for changing the length of the extendable stmcture: and 
a mountfng assembly coupled to an opposite end of the extendable stmcture. 



36. 



Wginal) The apparatus of claim 35, wherein the tong is movably attached. 



37/ (Original) The apparatus of daim 35, wherein the motive assembly comprise 
In^cylinder assembly. 



Please add the following new claims: 




- — (Hfw) An app ffratiis jQ f pooitionlna aJopg. comprising: 

a single extendable boom, the tong attad/ed to one end of the extendable boom; 
a piston and cylinder assembly for es^nding or retracting the extendable boom; 

and 

a mounting assembly coupled t/an opposite end of the extendable boom. 

39. (New) The apparatus of^m 38, wherein the extendable boom is telescopic. 

40. (New) The app^t^s of claim 39. wherein the extendable boom is pivotable 
about a vertical axis 

41. (New) The apparatus of claim 39, wherein the extendable boom Is pivotable 
about a hofcontal soas. 

42. y^New) The apparatus of daim 39. wherein the telescopically extendable boom 
rnnjpriTn mn niitnr ban-ftl m* an inner barrel. 
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^ (New) The 9i?99x^\M%^^^T^^^rfl«^ the tel^opically extendable boom 
further comprises an intermediate l>arrel. 

44. (New) The apparatus of claim 38, wherein th^ounting assembly comprises: 
a base; and 

a carriage pivotally attached to the ba?!^, wherein a portion of the extendable 
boom is disposed on the carriage. 

45. (New) The apparatus of claim 44. further comprising a clamping assembly for 
securing the extendable boom to the/carriage. 

46. (New) The apparatus of ^m 45, wherein the clamping assembly is releasabiy 
connected to the carriage. 

47. (New) The apparatus of claim 38, further comprising a motor actuable to adjust 
the position of the extenfilable boom with respect to said mounting assembly. 

48. (New) The apparatus of dalm 38, wherein the piston and cylinder assembly is at 
least partially disposed on the extendable boom. 

49. (New) The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the piston and cylinder assembly is 
used to moyfe the extendable boom horizontally. 

50. (New) An apparatus for positioning a tong, comprising: 
U single exteridable beam, the extendable beam having a variable length and the 

tons/attached to one end of the extendable beam; 

a motive assembly lor changing the length of the extendable beam; and 
a mounting assembly oou|«ed to an opposite end of the extendable beam. 

rfheapparatus of claim 50, wherein the tong is movably attached. 
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the motive assembly comprise a piston 

53. (New) The apparatus of claim 5(5, wherein the extendable beam is movable in at 
least two planes. / 

54. (New) The apparatus of iflaim 50, wherein the extendable beam is slidable along 
the mounting assembly betwe/n a first position and a second position. 

55. (New) The apparatufe of claim 50, wherein the extendable beam is movable In at 
least two planes. / 

56. (New) The apparatus of claim 50, wherein the extendable beam Is slidable along 
the mounting assembly between a first position and a second position, 

57. (New) Thfe apparatus of claim 50, wherein the extendable beam is telescopic. 

(New) A method of positioning a tong, comprising: 
proviaing a single extendable beam having a variable length; 
a^ddAng the tong to a first end of the extendable beam; 
c/upling a second end of the extendable beam to a mounting assembly; and 
Moving the tong from a first position to a second position. 

M4e>N) Tl ic-metR5a"orciaim 58, wherein the extendable beam is telescopic. 
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*52^ (New)Theapparatus of claim 50, whereij? 
and cylinder assembly. 
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